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HONORING HEROES 


Nurses walk into work as Broward Sheriff’s Office personnel and various local fire departments demonstrate 
their appreciation for Florida Medical Center employees during a “Clap Because We Care!” campaign Tuesday. 


Schools 
plan virtual 
graduations 


By SCOTT TRAVIS 


Palm Beach County’s 
Class of 2020 will get to ex- 
perience “Pomp and Cir- 
cumstance” music, inspir- 
ing words of speakers and a 
long roll call of graduates — 
without ever leaving their 
homes. 

The school district be- 
came the first in South Flor- 
ida to announce plans for 
virtual high school gradu- 
ations, scheduled for late 
May and early June. School 
leaders in Broward and Mi- 
ami-Dade counties say they 
are still exploring ways to 
hold graduation events. 

Palm Beach Schools Su- 
perintendent Donald Fen- 
noy informed seniors of the 
decision in a letter sent 
Wednesday. It comes a 
week after he announced 
ceremonies planned for the 
South Florida Fairgrounds 


See SCHOOLS, 8A 
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Eddie Rodriguez and other City of Hialeah employees hand out unemployment appli- 
cations to people in their vehicles in front of the John F. Kennedy Library on April 8. 


In Florida, most still waiting 
on unemployment payments 


Many in other 
states are already 
receiving benefits 


By CHABELI CARRAZANA 


It’s been 15 days since 
Scott Reinhardt applied 
for unemployment in 
Florida’s struggling sys- 
tem and there is no indica- 
tion in sight yet about 
when he’ll receive the 
$275 a week maximum 
payment the state offers, 
one of the lowest pay- 
ments in the nation. 

Meanwhile, in Arizona, 
his 26-year-old son, Brian, 
got his check — plus the 


federal stimulus of $600 a 
week — within five days of 
applying for unemploy- 
ment. 

“I was happy for him, 
but frustrated knowing 
what we are going 
through here in Florida,” 
said Reinhardt, who ap- 
plied for government as- 
sistance for the first time 
in his 35-year career in ra- 
dio on March 31. “Our 
whole life we’ve paid in 
and now when we need it, 
we can’t get it.” 

The Florida Depart- 
ment of Economic Oppor- 
tunity, which runs the un- 
employment system, has 
not answered multiple 


questions about when Flo- 
ridians should expect to 
receive state payments. 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
in a news conference 
Tuesday that the first fed- 
eral checks will begin go- 
ing out this week, calling 
that a “priority; but didn’t 
speak to a timeline for 
those who began applying 
for state payments a 
month ago, as well as 
newer applicants. 
DeSantis said it usually 
takes three weeks to proc- 
ess applications, and he 
said he told DEO execu- 
tive director Ken Lawson, 


See BENEFITS, 8A 


Virus spreads 
at Broward 


Sheriff's 


Office 


Seventy-seven employees have 
tested positive for COVID-19 


By EILEEN KELLEY 


The number of co- 
ronavirus cases inside the 
Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office has nearly doubled 
in just a week. 

Seventy-seven employ- 
ees have tested positive for 
COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the virus, Sheriff 
Gregory Tony said 
Wednesday. Two of those 
people have since recov- 
ered and will return to 
duty. 

Just a week ago, the 
agency had 42 confirmed 
cases among its 5400 em- 
ployees. 

Veda Coleman-Wright, a 
spokeswoman for the Sher- 
iff’s Office, said the major- 
ity of the positive cases 
have come in the commu- 
nications department, in- 
cluding emergency dis- 
patchers. 

One employee, Deputy 


Shannon Bennett, died of 
COVID4~19 on April 3. 

Bennett, a 12-year veter- 
an of the department, was a 
school resource officer at 
Deerfield Beach Elementa- 
ry School. He was one of 
two deputies in South Flor- 
ida who died of COVID-19 
within two days, raising 
concerns about whether 
first responders were ad- 
equately protected. 

Tony, in an interview 
Wednesday with the South 
Florida Sun Sentinel Edito- 
rial Board, maintained that 
Sheriff’s Office employees 
are equipped with proper 
protective gear and have 
been getting gear as early 
as Feb. 1, weeks before the 
coronavirus exploded. 

Tony was responding to 
criticism from union leader 
Jeff Bell, who claims the 
sheriff has failed to provide 


See BROWARD, 8A 


Relief money starts 
arriving in accounts 


Time will tell if 
funds too little, late 
to save economy 


By CHRISTOPHER 
RUGABER, PAUL 
WISEMAN 

AND KELLI KENNEDY 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Gov- 
ernment relief checks be- 
gan arriving in Americans’ 
bank accounts as the econ- 
omic damage to the US. 
from the coronavirus piled 
up Wednesday and slug- 
gish sales at reopened 
stores in Europe and China 
made it clear that business 
won't necessarily bounce 
right back when the crisis 
eases. 


With many factories 
shut down, American in- 
dustrial output shriveled in 
March, registering its big- 
gest decline since the US. 
demobilized in 1946 at the 
end of World War II. Retail 
sales fell by an unprece- 
dented 8.7%, with April ex- 
pected to be far worse. 

The world’s biggest 
economy began issuing 
one-time payments this 
week to tens of millions of 
people as part of its $2.2 
trillion coronavirus relief 
package, with adults re- 
ceiving up to $1200 each 
and $500 per child to help 
them pay the rent or cover 
other bills. 

The checks will be di- 


See RELIEF, 6A 
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Aman walks past a Macy’s in Boston. U.S. retail sales 
plummeted last month in an unprecedented decline. 


Drought 


By DAVID FLESHLER 


After the driest March 
since at least the 1930s, 
South Florida has entered a 
drought. 

Wildfires have broken 
out in the past week in We- 
ston, Jupiter, southern Mi- 
ami-Dade County and Big 
Cypress National Preserve. 
Restrictions on lawn water- 
ing went into effect last 


leads to wildfires, watering restrictions 


week. And wading birds 
are having a rough time 
finding meals, as Ever- 
glades wetlands dry out, 
eliminating habitat for fish, 
frogs and snails. 

The drought extends 
across most of the Florida 
peninsula, including the 
Everglades. The situation is 
slightly better for South 
Florida cities, from Lake 
Worth south to Miami, 


which are classified as “ab- 
normally dry,’ one step bet- 
ter than drought, according 
to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis- 
tration. 

Although rain is ex- 
pected over the next few 
days, it won’t be enough to 
compensate for the dry 
March, and it could be ac- 
companied by lightning, 
which threatens to ignite 


more wildfires. 

“Were so dry out there 
were having fires in all 
counties,” said Scott Pe- 
terich, wildfire mitigation 
specialist for the Florida 
Forest Service. “The grass 
is just brown everywhere 
you go. Our biggest concern 
with this front coming 
down is possible lightning, 
especially out in the Ever- 
glades.” 


Restrictions on lawn wa- 
tering took effect last week, 
allowing watering only 
twice a week and only from 
7 p.m. to 7 am., according 
to rules imposed by the 
South Florida Water Man- 
agement District. No more 
than one inch of water may 
be applied per week to 
lawns and landscaping. 


See DROUGHT, 8A 
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